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DETAILED ACTION 
Title 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

otStGS. 

3. Claims 1-26 and 2R are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) a* being anticipated by 
Acres et al. (U.S Patent 5,741,183) 

Acres discloses: 
a. As per claim 1 

■ at least one power connection, (col. 1 0, lines 25) 

■ a communication connection configured to communicate with a 
master gaming controller of the gaming machine;(col.10, lines 42- 
56) 

■ at least one standard receptor slot; (col. 16, lines 56-65) 

■ a daughter board configured to plug into the receptor slot of the 
main communication board and thereby provide a specified 
communication format for allowing the gaming machine to 
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communicate, (col.9, lines 45-67), (col.10, lines 42-56), (col.19, 
lines 7-25) 

b. As per claims 2 and 18, the daughter board provides a communication format 
allowing the master gaming controller to communicate with a gaming machine 
device, (col.22, lines 64-67), (col.23, lines 1-10) 

c. As per claims 3 and 19, he gaming machine device is a magnetic card reader, 
a display screen, a key pad, a network device or a display sign. (col. 19, lines 26- 
37) 

d. As per claims 4 and 21 , the daughter board provides a communication format 
allowing the master gaming controller to communicate with a gaming machine 
network, (col. 16, lines 45-55) 

e. As per claims 5 and 22, the gaming machine network is a casino area network 
or a wide area progressive network, (col. 16, lines 45-55) 

f. As per claims 6, 14, and 16, the communication format is selected from the 
group consisting of RS-422/485, Fiber Optic, RS-232, DCS Current Loop, Link 
Progressive Current Loop and USB. (col.9, lines 53-54) 

g. As per claims 7 and 15, the communication connection between the main 
communication board and the master gaming controller is configured for an RS- 
232 communication format or a USB communication format, (col.9, lines 45-67) 

h. As per claims 8 and 24, the standard receptor 5 slot is configured to accept a 
15 pin connector, (col.10, lines 17-24) 
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j. As per claims 9 and 26, the standard receptor slot is configured to accept a 
connector with one or more ground pins and one or more power pins wherein the 
ground pins are longer than the power pins on the connector, (col. 10, lines 17- 
24) 

k. As per claim 10, the standard receptor is configured to supply power and a 
communication signal to the daughter board when the daughter board is plugged 
into the standard receptor slot. (col. 10, lines 17-24) 

I. As per claims 1 1 and 25, the power connection is configured to receive power 

from a substantially non-varying power source, (col.10, lines 17-24) 

m. As per claim 12, a second power connection wherein the second power 

connection is configured to receive power from a power source which is shut off 

by a switch within the gaming machine, (col.10, lines 17-24) 

n. As per claim 13, the gaming machine is a traditional slot game, a video slot 

game, a video poker game, keno game, or a lottery game, (col.16, lines 45-52) 

o. As per claim 14, 

■ a standard connector for plugging into a standard receptor slot of a main 
communication board on the gaming machine and for receiving the signals 
in the first communication format from the master gaming controller; 
(col.10, lines 17-24) 

■ conversion circuitry for converting signals from said first communication 
format to said second communication format; (col.10, lines 41-67) 
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■ an output mechanism coupled to said conversion circuitry and allowing 
transmission of signals in said second format, wherein the standard 
connector is employed in a plurality of daughter boards providing 
conversions between differing communications formats, (col. 10, lines 17- 
34) 

p. As per claim 20, an optocoupler integrated circuit wherein in the optocoupler 
integrated circuit is configured to provide electrical isolation between the gaming 
machine device and the main communication board or electrical isolation 
between the gaming machine network and the main communication board. 
(col.9, lines 38-42) 

q. As per claim 23, the output mechanism is a fiber optic cable, 
a ribbon line cable, twisted pair cable or other wire medium, (col. 10, lines 17-34) 
r. As per claim 28, an echo disable circuitry wherein the echo disable circuitry is 
configured to receive a signal that disables the transmission of signals from the 
output mechanism, (col.10, lines 41-67) 

4. Claims 29-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Niizuma et al. (U.S Patent 6,338,105) 

Niizuma discloses: 

a. As per claim 29, 

- providing a first daughter board in a first standard receptor slot of the main 
communication board, which first daughter board converts signals in a first 
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communications format from the master gaming controller to signals in a 
second communications format for transmission; (col.3, lines 32-67), 
(col.5, lines 1-67), (col.6, lines 28-63), (col.20, lines 17-20) 
■ replacing the first daughter board with a second daughter board in the first 
standard receptor slot of the main communication board, which second 
daughter board converts signals in a first communications format from the 
master gaming controller to signals in a communications format, other 
than the first communication format, for transmission, (col. 5, lines 1-67), 
(col.6, lines 28-63), (col.20, lines 17-20) 
b. As per claim 30, 

■ providing a first daughter board in a first standard receptor slot of the main 
communication board, which first daughter board converts signals in a first 
communications format from the master gaming controller to signals in a 
second communications format for transmission to the gaming machine 
device; (col.4, lines 43-67), (col.5, lines 1-67), (col.6, lines 28-63), (col.20, 
lines 17-20) 

■ providing a second daughter board in a second standard receptor slot of 
the main communication board, which second daughter board converts 
signals in a first communications format from the master gaming controller 
to signals in a third communications format for transmission to the gaming 
machine network; (col. 6, lines 28-63), (col.20, lines 17-20) 
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■ replacing the first daughter board with a third daughter board in the first 
standard receptor slot of the main communication board while the second 
daughter board converts signals in a first communications format from the 
master gaming controller to signals in a third communications format for 
transmission to the gaming machine network, (col.6, lines 28-63), (col.20, 
lines 17-20) 

c As per claim 31, the gaming machine network is a casino area network or a 
wide area progressive network, (col.91, lines 5-12) 

d. As per claim 32, the third communication format is a fiber optic communication 
standard, (col.3, lines 32-50) 

e. As per claim 33, the first communication format is an RS-232 communication 
standard, (col.12, lines 36) 

f. As per claim 34, the gaming machine device is selected from a group 
consisting of a magnetic card reader, a display screen, a key pad, a network 
device or a display sign, (col.12, lines 66-67) 

g. As per claim 35, the second communication format is selected from the group 
consisting of RS-422/485, Fiber Optic, RS-232, DCS Current Loop, Link 
Progressive Current Loop and USB. (col.12, line 36) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



r ose d or described as set 
the prior art are such that the Subject mSte?S fl wESfu the subject matter sought to be patented and 
invention was made to apS^SSX^^^ , t T °™° US at the time the 
Patentab,ty S ha,.notben^^^^ 

6. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Acres et 
al. (U.S Patent 5,741 ,183) in view of Niizuma et al. (U.S Patent 6,338,105) 
Acres discloses all the limitations as above except the limitation that 
communication format is a Fiber Optic standard as claimed in claim 27. However, 
Niizuma discloses the signal transmission path , wired data signal lines or wireless radio 
communication channels or optical communications channels or a combination of these 
can be used. 

It would have been obvious one having ordinary skills in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate Niizuma's teaching into Acres's method to have 
Fiber Optic format so as to be compatible with the latest advancements 
communication system technology. 



a 
in 
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Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Kim Huynh whose telephone number is (703)305-5384 or via e-mail addressed to 
[kim.huynh3@uspto.gov]. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:OOAM-5:0OPM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Peter Wong can be reached on (703)305-3477 or via e-mai, addressed to [Peter. Wong@uspto.gov]. The 
fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)746- 
7249 for regular communications and (703)746-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)306-5631. 



Kim Huynh 
Oct. 19, 2002 




PETER WONG' 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



